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Celebrating five years at The Arc (from left):  Dick Moran, Beth
Wood, Drew Small, Sarah Parker, Alistair Lindsay, Sergio Tad-
dia, Lucy Devenport, Natasha Boast, Lisa Hickey, Robin
Clements and Jenny Clements.

Come and celebrate
five years of The Arc!
There is an extra-special pro-
gramme of events happening  at
The Arc in Weston Drive, Cater-
ham-on-the-Hill throughout
March to celebrate a very impor-
tant anniversary.  
It is five years since The Arc
opened its doors to the public
after a lengthy renovation pro-
gramme which saw the dilapi-
dated old soldiers’ gymnasium in
the old Caterham Barracks trans-
formed into an impressive Arts
and Recreational Centre for the
local community.  

Since its official  opening in March
2010 attended by Birds of a
Feather actress, Linda Robson,
thousands of people have passed
through its doors to watch live
performances of comedy and
drama, attend its many exhibi-
tions, join in exercise classes  and
take their children for a session
in the popular Soft Play Area.
As part of the celebrations, The
Arc is holding a weekend of FREE
taster sessions from 10am on
21st and 22nd March when
there will be the opportunity to

try out ahost of activities including
Musical Theatre, Drama, Dance,
Art Circus Skills and much more. 
Dick Moran, Chief Executive of
the Caterham Barracks Commu-
nity Trust, said:  “It does not
seem possible we have survived
for five years.  It has been a
tough and challenging journey!
The birthday celebrations have
‘aspire’ as the key word and
that says it all - we are about
‘aspiration’.”
Artistic Director at The Arc, Beth
Wood, said:  “I would like to say
a big ‘thank you’ to all the staff
and volunteers who work at The
Arc.  We would not be here with-
out the all the support we receive
from them.”  

TO VIEW THE FULL PROGRAMME OF 
ACTIVITIES TAKING PLACE AT THE ARC
VISIT WWW.THE-ARC-CATERHAM.CO.UK

OR CALL THE ARC ON 01883 330380
FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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Sam Gyimah MP

hosts Access to

Finance summit

Sam Gyimah MP (far right) with Cllr. Patrick Cannon (third
from left) and other delegates at the Access to Finance sum-
mit at Surrey National Golf Club.

On Friday 30th January, Sam
Gyimah MP hosted a suc-
cessful Access to Finance
summit for local businesses
at the Surrey National Golf
Club in Chaldon. 
The event, which was
opened by Chaldon Council-
lor Pat Cannon, provided an
opportunity for local firms to
learn more about the range
of financing options available
to them.  Presentations were
made by a number of finan-
cial providers including Bar-
clays, Funding Circle, Market
Invoice and Let’s Do Busi-
ness Group. 
The event was the latest in a
series organised by the East
Surrey MP to support local
businesses, with previous
events including an export
summit with the UK Trade and
Investment Minister, and dig-
ital sessions with experts from
Google on getting the most
out of firms’ online presence. 
Mr Gyimah said: “Getting the
right finance in place is criti-
cal to the success of every
business. The years since the
financial crisis have seen a
number of new and innova-
tive financial models start to
transform the lending land-
scape, which is why I am de-
lighted to have been able to
host this event for busi-
nesses in East Surrey. 
“I am very grateful to Bar-
clays for their financial sup-
port to make this event
possible, and Surrey Cham-
bers of Commerce for help-
ing to organise it.”

Join the Centenary

Celebration of 

Caterham 

Recruiting Day
On 12th April 1915, there
was a spectacular event in
Caterham when thousands of
soldiers and volunteers
marched through the town in
a recruiting drive to get more
men for the War effort.
The Bourne Society, consid-
ered to be the largest local
history group in the country,
is holding a centenary com-
memoration of this Recruiting
Day on Sunday 12th April
2015 and local residents are
being asked to join in.
Residents  can show their re-
spect for those who volun-
teered to serve by joining the
march along Godstone Road,
Caterham. The procession
will assemble at White Knobs
Recreation Ground before
leaving for the town centre at
2.30pm. Dignitaries will take
the salute by the Asprey
Fountain in The Square, close
to Caterham Station and the
procession will then go to
the United Reformed Church
in Harestone Valley Road for
refreshments and a chance

to see an exhibition.
If you belong to an organisa-
tion, please encourage your
members to take part in this
important commemoration.
Bring the family and join in
the procession, or just go
along to watch. The Bourne
Society also needs volun-
teers to help on the day.
For more information about
helping or if you have any
queries about the event,
please contact Gwyneth
Fookes on 01883 349745 or
gwyneth@fookes.fsnet.co.uk

Caterham Recruiting Day 1915.
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Private Pilates/Yoga 

sessions on offer

with Tandridge

Trust
The private Pilates/Yoga Ses-
sions on offer with Tandridge
Trust in March are the perfect
opportunity to have a per-
sonal session with one of our
Pilates or Yoga instructors in
our intimate Wellbeing Studio
at The Village, with mats and
blocks provided.
Having a one to one (£40),
one to two (£60) or one to
three (£70) private Yoga or
Pilates session is a great way
to receive individual attention
because the instructor will
spend more time focusing on
your technique and creating
a session designed to meet
your goals, as opposed to a
class situation when the ses-
sion is designed to cater for
all.
Contact Reception at The Village

Health Club, Weston Drive, Caterham on
01883 343777 to book your session.

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

22,000 copies of The Caterham and District Independent

are distributed door-to-door in Caterham, Warlingham,

Kenley, Hamsey Green, Whyteleafe, Chaldon and Old

Coulsdon.  To advertise call 01883 346641.
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“Stopping advertising to save money is like 
stopping your watch to save time.” – Henry Ford.

To advertise in The Caterham and District

Independent call 01883 346641

Round the clock

pet care at The

Village Animal

Hospital
With three qualified vets,
five registered veterinary
nurses and additional clini-
cal support staff and recep-
tionists, the professional
team at The Village Animal
Hospital is always prepared
for any animal emergency
that comes through its
doors in Guards Avenue,
close to Tesco in Caterham-
on-the-Hill.  
The hospital is manned 24
hours so there is a vet and
nurse on site the entire
time.  Once the day shift
ends at 7pm the hospital is
manned by dedicated out-
of-hours supplier ‘Vets Now’
which provides a continuous
monitoring service for in-pa-
tients throughout the  night.
The practice is the only RVS
(Royal College of Veterinary
Surgeons) Tier 3 veterinary
hospital in East Surrey,
which means going through
a vigorous accreditation
process.  Not only are the
hospital’s facilities checked
regularly; the hospital also

The all-female team at the Village Animal Hospital.

has to show a certain level
of training and demonstrate
that the team undergoes
regular staff development.
All the vets are currently
training to increase their
specialist knowledge in dif-
ferent areas that include
cardiology, opthalmology,
surgery and emergency
medicine. 
Being categorised as a
hospital means that the
practice also has the latest
medical equipment, such
as a state-of-the-art digi-
tal X-Ray  machine, for
example.
The team all work together

to provide a positive expe-
rience for animals when
they visit the hospital. The
receptionists even give the
canine visitors a tasty treat
and a friendly pat when
they arrive for an appoint-
ment, so that they enjoy
their visits to the vet!  
Summing up the service at
The Village Animal Hospital,
Clinical Director, Priya
Purnik, said:  “I think we are
enthusiastic, passionate
about animal care and pas-
sionate about our professi-
nal devlopment so that we
can povide a Gold Standard
level of care.” 
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Delivery People Wanted!
The Caterham and District Independent has 
vacancies for newspaper delivery people in
Chaldon, Caterham and Whyteleafe.  For

more information please call 01883 346641
or e-mail julia@caterham-independent.co.uk

The Royal Academy

of Music is coming

to town!
by Roger Easter.

Following the success of last
year’s ‘Evening of Magic’,
Caterham Rotary Club are
delighted to announce that
they have organised a spe-
cial ‘Evening of Music’ and
like last year it will take
place in the beautiful audito-
rium of the Millennium Hall
at Woldingham Girls School,
on Friday 27th March 2015.
The show starts at 7.45pm
(expected finish 10.15pm).
A group of nine talented instru-
mentalists and singers from
the Royal Academy of Music
have been booked and they will
be performing opera arias,

popular classics and songs
from the stage musicals.
Caterham Rotarian David
Monk said: “This is a wonder-
ful opportunity for our local
community to enjoy some as-
tonishing emerging talent.  In
the provinces it is very rare to
have the opportunity of en-
joying live, such an abun-
dance of talent in one show.” 
Tickets can be booked online at
www.caterhamrotary.org.uk or
by emailing caterhamro-
tary2@gmail.com or by calling
David Monk on 01883
341109.
All profits from the event will
be used by Caterham Rotary
Club to benefit local causes. 
Tickets are priced at £20.00
each, recognising the qual-
ity of the individuals who will
be performing. 

The Royal Academy.

Don’t forget to

hop along to the

Bunny Fun Run
Sunday 29th March will see
Queen’s Park in Caterham
filled with an invasion of two-
legged bunnies for the  annual
Rotary Bunny Fun Run!  
Organised by Caterham Ro-
tary Club, the event has
grown in popularity every year
since its launch in 2007.
Runners can either take part
in the 1K Fun Run (starting at
10am) or the more ambitious
bunnies can take part in the
5K Race (starting at
10.30am), taking in the beau-
tiful Chaldon countryside
nearby.  
The registration fee (non-re-
fundable) is £6 for the 5K
Race and £3 for the 1K Run.
Registration taken out on the
day is double.
Runners can enter online via
www.rotaryruns.co.uk, by e-
mail request to
rotaryruns@gmail.com, by
post from ‘Rotary Runs’, 11a
Queen’s Park Road, Caterham,
CR3 5RB or by telephone from
The Caterham and District In-
dependent on 01883 346641.
All finishers receive a free
Easter Egg with special prizes
for the Best Dressed Bunnies. 
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This month we feature
the new Neighbourhood
Policing Inspector for
Tandridge District, In-
spector Dan Gutierrez.

Birthplace: Redhill. 

Marital Status:  
Partner and two daughters
aged three and seven.

Pets: Goldfish. 

Childhood hero: 
Kurt Cobain  & Bruce Lee. 

Favourite Food & Drink:
Drink - Rioja and Hobgoblin
Ale.

Pastimes: Listening to
music and going to the gym
to burn off the burgers.

Favourite book: 
‘Lord of the Rings’ by J.R.R.
Tolkien.

Favourite TV show: 
Top Gear.

Likes: Playing the guitar
and spending time with
my family. 

Dislikes: 
Cheese and criminals.

Who would you most like
to throw a custard pie
at? Now that would be
telling!

Favourite song of all
time: ‘Would?’ by Alice in
Chains.

Favourite holiday 
destination: 
Spain of course! 

Biggest influence on
your life:  My family.

Proudest moment: 
Becoming a father.

Most embarrassing mo-
ment: Not telling.. 

Where would you most
like to live? Hollywood. 

Who would you most like
to meet? The Queen. 

If you won the Lottery
jackpot, how would you
spend it? 
I would buy a farm, a few
holiday homes and big cars.
Maybe a small plane too!  
A fair chunk would go to
cancer research. 

Inspector Dan Gutierrez.

CALLING LOCAL
BUSINESSES!
To advertise

your business in
the April edition
of The Caterham

and District
Independent

call 
01883 346641

In the 
spotlight
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Chaldon’s popular

wartime musical

raises £800 for 

injured war veterans

On Saturday 7th February,
Chaldon Amateur Dramatic
Society presented a cheque
for £800 raised from the
staging of the community
production “Forward
March” to a representative
from the charity STUBS,
which provides support and
emotional relief to some of
the UK's most injured ser-
vicemen and women. 
The production, written and
directed by Jacqueline Cas-
trey with Musical Direction
by Madeline and Matilda
Castrey, was staged in June
2014 to mark the passing
of 100 years since the start
of World War One, and due
to public demand, was per-
formed again in November
to mark the season of re-
membrance. It was truly a
community production,
bringing together local or-
ganisations Chaldon Ama-
teur Dramatic Society,
Chaldon Arts, Drama and
Dance Youth School and
several talented young per-
formers who came together

From left: Steve Morse, Madeline Castrey,
Imogen Dale, Patrick Cannon, Craig Vassie,
Katie Britton, Jan Vassie, Matilda Castrey, Jill
Cannon, Jim Rook.

to form Chaldon Youth Choir in an enlight-
ening, intergenerational tribute to the many
lives lost in the conflict. 
STUBS representative, Craig Vassie, said:
“STUBS will use this money to help fund its
activities during the coming year. The sup-
port that we receive from local communi-
ties towards our work is invaluable and we
would like to thank everyone who made
such a great effort to raise these funds”. 
District Councillor Patrick Cannon, who also
took to the stage for the production,
added: “I am proud to present this cheque
on behalf of such an amazing group of peo-
ple. The dedication of the production team
and cast in staging this for a second time
means that it was seen by an audience of
more than five hundred! Given the amount
of work required, this was a remarkable ef-
fort and I offer my congratulations to all
concerned.” 
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Warlingham Park
School pupils
perform to a
packed house 
at the O2 Arena

On Tuesday 27th January,
the Junior Choir at Warling-
ham Park School joined
forces with 7,000 other
schoolchildren to embark on
the experience of a lifetime
singing in the O2 Arena.
They helped form a mass
choir – the largest in the
world of its kind – to per-
form to a packed house.
‘Young Voices’ strives to in-
troduce children to a wide
variety of music opportuni-
ties and this performance
was no exception.  
The school’s award winning
choir prepared for this event
throughout much of the au-
tumn term, learning a mix-
ture of vocal repertoire
written in a number of parts
and different languages.  By
the time they arrived at the
O2 Arena the Junior Choir
knew everything by heart
and were able to enjoy the
experience of singing in the

world-class venue.
This year’s programme was
a mixture of contemporary,
traditional, pop and musical
theatre songs with numbers
from ‘Oliver’ and ‘Matilda’
and a rousing Tribute to
Mandela.  The music was in-
terspersed with actions and
high-energy dance routines
from Street Dance legends,
Urban Strides.  Special

guest artists were Tom
Millington and X Factor win-
ner, Lucy Spraggan. 
The school was particularly
proud of their own Music
Teacher, Mrs King, who was
amongst those selected to
sing with the Teachers’
Choir on the main stage at
the O2 arena during the
performance of Mozart’s
Rockquiem.

Warlingham Park School pupils at the O2 Arena.

REACH THOUSANDS OF READERS

WITH AN ADVERTISEMENT  IN 

THE CATERHAM AND DISTRICT

INDEPENDENT.

SIMPLY CALL

01883 346641 TODAY.
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Ross takes on

a pure gold 

challenge!
Ross Mutrie, owner of Ross
Cycles in Caterham-on-the-
Hill, had an interesting chal-
lenge recently when he was
asked if he could gold plate a
whole bicycle!  
London-based luxury gift
company, Goldgenie, ap-
proached Ross to see if the
project would be viable and
afer discussing the process
Ross decided it would be pos-
sible, provided the right bike
was used with the least po-
tential for disaster when re-
building after the gold plating
process.
Ross said:  “The bike we used
was a Giant Defy 5 2014
which had an aluminium fork,
not carbon fibre, which really
was a must, otherwise the
fork would have been a dif-
ferent colour.”
Once the decision had been
made to go ahead and gold
plate the bike, Ross decided
to use his larger workshop in
Bromley for the task and or-
dered the bike.  Shop man-
ager Cedric Crooks and head
mechanic Rob Bryans then

The gold-plated Giant Defy 5
2014.
took over the job and set
about taking the bike to bits,
some components of which
are not commonly taken
apart in normal service work.
The parts were then carefully
documented and sent off for
gold plating.  When they re-
turned a few weeks later,
they had to reassemble the
bike using microfibre gloves
and cloths to ensure there
were no scratches on the fin-
ished product.
Valued at £250,000, the bike
is now worth more than a
Ferrari! 

The smart interior of ‘Dtail’.

off area away from the main salon, with soft
lighting. As I settled into the chair, an auto-
mated foot-rest raised up to support my legs
and I felt the chair start to give my back a
gentle massage while Danielle washed my
hair - heaven!  
After my hair was washed and conditioned I
was seated back in front of the mirror and
was served my coffee on a tray with a choco-
late and biscuit.  While I drank my coffee,
Danielle applied a luxurious ‘Moroccanoil’
treatment to my hair.  She then popped a
plastic cap on my head and switched on the
Rollerball heat dispenser to warm my hair
and let the Moroccanoil work its magic.  
Following Natalie’s expert blow dry, my hair
felt beautifuly soft and silky thanks to the
special treatment my hair had received.
The whole experience was wonderfully re-
laxing and my fine hair felt completely revi-
talised and full of body. 
Danielle is currently offering 35% off a first
service for new customers but the offer ends
on 31st March, so don’t miss out! 

Enjoy some VIP

treatment at

Dtail! by Julia Church

I recently enjoyed a wonder-
ful pamper session at ‘Dtail’,
the new hair salon in Croydon
Road, Caterham, at the
premises formerly occupied
by The Amber Room.  
After I was seated, my hand-
bag was put on a hook by the
mirror, instead of left on the
floor, and I was given a menu
of complimentary refresh-
ments to choose from.  There
was a great choice of coffees,
teas and even wine on the
menu.  What a treat.  
Salon owner, Danielle Buck-
ley, told me:  “I can give you
the best hair cut in the world
but if you don’t have a nice
experience it is a waste of
time.”
After selecting a coffee I was
shown through to the hair-
washing basins, in a sectioned
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Whyteleafe 

Village Council

launches ‘Flood

Action Group’

Whyteleafe Village Council will
be hosting the first public
meeting of the Whyteleafe
Flood Action Group on Monday
16th March at St. Luke’s
Church, Whyteleafe Hill
(doors open at 7pm). 
Since last year’s severe flooding
when the A22 was closed for
nearly two months and 51
properties including businesses
were flooded, the Council has
elected to promote and support
a local community group that
will gain direct access to all the
agencies responsible for flood
protection.
The Council has consulted with
the National Flood Forum,
which is a national charity ded-
icated to supporting and repre-
senting communities and
individuals at risk of flooding. 
Invitations have been sent out
to those directly affected by
floods but the Council wel-
comes all interested parties,
both residents and businesses,
to participate. 
To register an interest please
contact the Council's Clerk via
clerk@whyteleafecouncil.org.uk
or visit www.whyteleafecoun-
cil.org.uk for more information.

A motorist tries to navigate the flood on the A22 in 
Whyteleafe last year. Photo by Neil Hadrill.

The team at Wraysbury Tyres outside their flooded workshop
on the A22.
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Diary of a

Plantaholic
by Sue Baines

Sue Baines

With signs of spring all
around, and the birds in full
song, it is definitely time to
get seed sowing under way. I
try and stagger when I sow
them, as how sunny it is will
make all the difference to
how sturdy the plants are.
Days of rain or dull foggy
weather are more likely to
cause botrytis and failure.
Later, from April onwards, too
much sun can be detrimen-
tal, but not now. The over-
wintered cuttings, which
have been in the propaga-
tors, are potted on into
slightly larger pots and put
into the cold frames. I try to
choose mild weather as they
have got used to bottom
heat. These plants (the ma-
jority seem to be penstemon
this year) were taken in late
August/September.
I never seem to have enough
time to tidy up before every-
thing really starts growing,
but that is my aim. Any
‘empty’ stems that are obvi-
ously dead get cut back. Most

have a nice cluster of fresh
leaves at the base, which
should withstand harsh
weather. I will leave some of
the more vulnerable plants,
such as penstemon, for an-
other month or so before cut-
ting back.
Some foxgloves have self-
sown around the garden but
many are not where I want
them, so I will dig them up
and put them into a shadier
corner. The bottom leaves will
be taken off, as they are tatty,
and this should also help
them transplant better.
With the garden coming to
life, so are the slugs and
snails unfortunately. I have
been finding large numbers
under bricks, pots etc. but
I'm under no illusion that I
have them all!

QUICK 
QUIZ

by Alec Herbert
Five for fun - this month
‘Television’.

1. Who did Nick Hewer suc-
ceed as the host of Count-
down?

2. By what name are the TV
duo Barry and Paul Elliot
known?

3. When he appeared on
Celebrity Who Wants to be a
Millionaire, which fellow ath-
lete was the partner of Se-
bastian Coe?

4. In “Foyle’s War” what is
Foyle’s first name?

5. In which decade was Em-
merdale, then Emmerdale
Farm, first shown?

Answers:

1.   Jeff Stelling;          
2.   The Chuckle Brothers;
3.   Steve Cram;
4.   Christopher;          
5.   1970s (‘72).
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Francis Love - 

an exciting new

store to explore in 

Caterham-on-the-Hill

On 1st November 2014, the
design store, Francis Love,
opened its doors.  
This stand-out store with its
smart grey exterior and
stunning window display is
at 52 Westway, Caterham-
on-the-Hiill.
Once inside, you will always
receive a warm welcome
from co-owners Julie Mid-
dleton and Deborah Luynch-
Shyllon.  The pair have an
eye for beautiful products,
an unlimited understanding
of current trends and an un-
questionable offering of the
best in customer service.
The store seems better
suited to the likes of East
London or the Fulham Road,
but is a breath of fresh air in
Caterham!
There is an eclectic mix of
design objects, homewares
and gifts, cards and sta-
tionery.  Predominantly eco-
friendly, sustainable,
recycled and in support of
Fair Trade, the product line
is like nothing you will find
on the High Street.  

The store offers an afford-
able price range from low to
mid-range products, with a
small splattering of items
for the occasional indul-
gence.
Between them, Interior De-
sign graduate Julie, and
Project Manager Deborah
also provide an exceptional
interior design consultancy
from their in-store studio. 
Look out for www.fran-
cislove.com, launching
soon, with a range of online
sales and details of work-
shops for those wishing to
learn a new skill.  
Francis Love has definitely
arrived at just the right
time!

Deborah (left) and Julie out-
side Francis Love in Westway.
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Eating Out
Treat your taste-

buds to something

new at ‘Chez Vous’
Review by Julia Church

My sister Helen and I had the
pleasure of dining at the delightful
French restaurant and hotel, ‘Chez
Vous’ in Warlingham recently. It
was a Fine Dining experience that
introduced us to some wonderful
new flavours, thanks to their pop-
ular five-course ‘Tasting Menu’
(see front page advert for ‘2 for 1’
offer). 
Chez Vous is opposite The Horse-
shoe and White Lion, close to
Warlingham Green.  It has its own
car park and there is also ample
parking in the streets nearby.  
Helen and I went on a Thursday
evening and the restaurant was
very busy, with a buzz of conver-
sation, but not noisy.  We enjoyed
excellent service from the team of
courteous and friendly staff, su-
pervised by Ludovic the manager,
who ensured all their clientele
were happy and comfortable.  
The Tasting Menu is a set menu
that changes weekly, and caters
for special dietary requirements
e.g. vegetarian, like me, if you let
them know in advance.
Consequently Helen had the menu

‘Salade de Canard aux poires’
(Home smoked duck salad
with pears).

featuring that week’s Tasting
Menu by her placemat while I had
a separate, vegetarian menu just
for me! The courses were in French
with English translations and we
both had soup as our first course,
Shellfish soup with paprika cream
for Helen and Carrot and coriander
soup for me. The soup was at just
the right temperature and both our 
soups tasted gorgeous. 
Everything at Chez Vous is pre-
pared in-house-by top chefs, and
you can tell that great skill and
pride goes into every single dish.
Not only did the food taste good, it
was also exquisitely presented.
Helen’s second course was Home
smoked duck salad with poached
pears (see photo) while I had a
beautiful, miniature Leek and re-
blochon cheese quiche.  Helen
said her duck had a really nice
smoky flavour, but not overpow-
ering and was very succulent.  
Helen’s third course was Roasted
rump of lamb served with lyon-
naise potatoes, asparagus parcel
and rosemary sauce and I had
Aumoniere of wild mushrooms with
Camarque rice grilled vegetables.
This was followed by a cheese plate
featuring three delicious cheeses I
had never tasted before - Porter,
Fourme d’Ambert and Reblochon
with a glass of Port, then the grand
finale was an exquisite slice of
Chocolate layered cake.  
In addition to the wonderful range

‘Délice au chocolat’ 
(Chocolate layered cake).

of flavours we enjoyed with each
course, it was the little touches
that impressed us, like the gar-
nish of Feuilles de brick pastry and
pepper seeds that looked like lit-
tle sails.  Even these were hand-
crafted by the chef and tasted
great. For more information about
the Tasting Menu  and  A La Carte
menu visit www.chezvous.co.uk  
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The Caterham & District 
INDEPENDENT 

RECRUITMENT
The Caterham & District 

INDEPENDENT 

RECRUITMENT

To advertise a job vacancy in the April

edition of The Caterham and District 

Independent call 01883 346641 or e-mail

julia@caterham-independent.co.uk Rock into

spring!
by Phil Saville, 

Caterham Overseas Aid

Trust (‘COAT’)

Nature Notes
by Adele Brand

Pick an animal as a cartoon
superhero – what comes to
mind? Lion? Probably. Dog?
Maybe. Pigeons? Possibly
not, but don’t traditional su-
perheroes blend in with the
crowd until they don their
costume and perform some
impossibly heroic deed? At a
stretch, you could say that
pigeons do that. Even as
they peck at fast food litter
on the station or coo from
the rooftops, while the
species who domesticated
them puts up nets and
spikes to keep them at bay.
Some animal trivia: pigeons
have been awarded the
Dicken Medal – the highest
award for animal valour –
more times than any other
species. Cher Ami saved the
lives of two hundred soldiers
in the Battle of the Argonne
by carrying news of their
plight. Scotch Lass carried
38 microphotographs across
the North Sea during WWII.
Others flew from downed
aircraft or delivered mes-

sages from the Normandy
Beaches. Pigeons are smart
as well as determined; they
can count, recognise all al-
phabet letters, and appear
to have exceptional visual
memories. They can also fly
at 90 mph and see colours
beyond our own spectrum.
Pigeons have been with us
for a long time; they were
domesticated from the wild
rock dove thousands of
years ago, probably in the
Middle East. 
The ancient cave-houses of
central Turkey are pep-
pered with roosting holes.
Now they fly down the UK’s
motorways, using our road
systems to navigate. So
take a second look at pi-
geons – abundant does not
mean dull.
www.naturalneighbours.net

Rock Dove.

Come on down and dance
the night away to celebrate
25 years together of  ever-
popular, local rock covers
band BEDROCK in their cur-
rent line up, and over 13
years performing and
fundraising for Caterham
Overseas Aid Trust
('COAT').
Yes - BEDROCK are back
again in 2015! The band are
actually celebrating 25
years together this year so
the evening promises to be
even better than usual with
the usual mix of  numbers,
some of which you will be
singing along with and you
will definitely want to dance
to.
We are also celebrating the
fact that COAT has benefit-
ted from many thousands of
pounds from BEDROCK’s
concerts over the years, all
of which goes to help peo-
ple in third world countries
help themselves out of
poverty. 

‘BEDROCK (from left) Colin, Barry, Nick and Dave.

The anniversary concert
takes place on Saturday
11th April from 8pm-
11.30pm at Humphreys Hall
in Caterham School, Hare-
stone Valley Road, Cater-
ham.
COAT would like to thank
the school for making this
superb venue available, with
sound, stage and plenty of
dancing room.  It is ‘bring
your own drinks’ as there is

no bar – but tickets are only
£10 each and are available
from me, Phil Saville, on
07905 718346 and Margaret
Deards on 01883 380104,
or any COAT committee
member you may know. 
Colin and the boys in the
band have a loyal core of
supporters (BEDROCK-
ERS?) who really like this
event, so get in quickly to
avoid disappointment!

For more information about the work

of COAT and to view photos of

their fundraising events, visit

www.overseasaid.org.uk
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The Caterham & District INDEPENDENT ClassifiedsThe Caterham & District INDEPENDENT Classifieds
� BUILDERS

� DRIVING SCHOOLS

� DOG WALKING

� FENCING

� LANDSCAPING & GARDENING

� ROOFING

� PAINTING & DECORATING

� SKIP HIRE

� PLUMBING

� TUITION

� CLEARANCE

� BOOK KEEPING

• All plumbing, heating and
gas works undertaken

• Friendly & reliable service
• Fully Insured

TIM STOTT
01883 714707 
07748 614254

TREE SERVICES

• Shaping & Pruning 
• Stump Grinding/Removal Felling

• Free Estimates 
• Local Authority Approved

Member of the Arboricultural
Association Fully Insured 

and Qualified 
• B.A.(Hons) NCH (Arb)

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

Phone: 01883 724660
Mobile: 07931 953923

CATERHAM
FENCING

Serving East Surrey
for over 20 years
Specialising in fences 

and gates
15 year guarantee

Jacksons Expert Installer

www.caterhamfencing.co.uk

Nick 01883 345695

Call Alan on:
01883 346339

D. Torrance
Building
Services

SPECIALISING
IN ALL TRADES

FREE ESTIMATES

P.G.
Tippers

SKIPS 3-14 YD
GRAB MUCK AWAY

ROLL ON/OFF 20-40 YD
MUCK AWAY

01883 348448
020 8668 3155
SMALL FAMILY BUSINESS

Call Brian Duke on 020 8668 9652
Mob: 07956 406662

COMPLETE PAINTING & 
DECORATING SERVICE

Quality Workmanship

Wall Papering • All Paint Finishes 

• Plastering Interior & Exterior 

• Residential & Commercial 

• Laminate & Real Wood Flooring

Clean, reliable – 25 years' experience   Fully Insured – Free Estimates

“I am very impressed by the
response I have received to my
classified advert and would not

hesitate in recommending 
The Caterham and 

District Independent to
others.”

Andrew Poynter, 
The Caterham Clearance Team.

ANTHONY BUILDING 
& CONSTRUCTION CO

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 40 YEARS
Restoration Builders

Property Maintenance
High Class Painters and Decorators
Special Rates for OAPs � No VAT �
CATERHAM 01883 342283
MOBILE: 07860 625969

ALL PROPERTY
REPAIRS
SERVICE

All aspects of
building and
roofing work
undertaken

NO JOB TOO
SMALL

07976 749007

To advertise in 
the March edition of
The Caterham and

District Independent
call 01883 346641 

or e-mail
Info@Caterham

-Independent.co.uk

BEST BOOKKEEPING
SERVICES

Marie C Grainger FMAAT

• Bookkeeping
• VAT returns
• Self assessment
• CIS
• Cash flow and bank

reconciliation
• Help with Sage

07903 371129 or
mariec.grainger@gmail.com
www.bestbookkeepingservices.net

Call 
01883 346641
to book an advert

G. Williams 
Roofing Specialist Ltd

OFFICE: 01883 345594
MOB: 07816 170003
gdwilliams1@hotmail.co.uk

www.gwilliamsflatroofing.co.uk
Pitched Roofs, Flat Roofs,

Guttering, Lead Work,
Chimney, Repairs
and Maintenance.

FULLY INSURED   
10yr GUARANTEE

Chimney stacks rebuilt & all brickwork undertaken.
Roofing for the future. Workmanship of the past.
Free estimates. Fully insured. All work fully guaranteed.

Small family business with a big reputation.

All building work and roof repairs carried out
Telephone:  01883 345077

Mobile:  07596 294164

Quality 1st

I. GILLAM
COMPLETE ROOFING

AND BUILDING
SPECIALIST

ONE-TO-ONE DRUM LESSONS
BEGINNERS TO ADVANCED

ALL STYLES COVERED
ALL AGES

www.darrinmooney.com

Telephone 

07580 277948

D
RUM S CHOO

L

LDAY
DRIVING
SCHOOL

HIGH
FIRST-TIME
PASS RATE

SPECIAL OFFERS

daydrivingschool.co.uk

Please contact

07961 315224
01883 348002

Take the Lead 
Dog Walking
H Dog Walking

H Pet Taxi
H Pet Sitting
Contact Peter:

01883 623666
07467 175282

goldenleash97
@hotmail.com

THE
CATERHAM
CLEARANCE

TEAM
House/Office/Garden

Loft/Garage etc.
We will clear them all!
Licensed Waste Carrier

FULLY INSURED

Tel: 07712 108207
Eves: 01883 370217
Clearanceteam@yahoo.co.uk

What’s On
The Jersey Guys
Caterham, Oxted and God-
stone Lions Club are pre-
senting a concert featuring
The Jersey Guys performing
the songs of Franki Valli and
the Four Seasons and danc-
ing with the Jersey Gals on
Saturday 28th March.  The
concert is being held at
Caterham School, Hare-
stone Valley Road, Cater-
ham CR3 6YA at 8pm.
There will be a licensed bar
from 7pm.  Ample free
parking.  Tickets cost
£19.50 (unreserved seat-
ing).  To book tickets con-
tact John Quincey on 01883
742680 or Lesley Day on
01883 346329. 
Jumble Sale
Caterham Methodist Church
in Coulsdon Road, Cater-
ham-on-the-Hill are holding
a Jumble Sale on Saturday
21st March.  Doors open at
2pm.  All proceeds will go to
a Church Mission Project.
Recruitment Day
A Recruitment Day hosted
by JACE Training is being
held at the Caterham Sure
Start Children’s Centre in
Weston Drive, Caterham-
on-the-Hill, CR3 5XY on
Thursday 5th March from
10am-7.30pm.  There will

be information about
courses, qualifications and
employment in childcare,
customer service, business
admin, catering and more.
A creche is available from
10am-3pm.  For more infor-
mation visit www.jace-
training.co.uk or call 020
8773 8146.
Downland Chorale
Spring Concert
Downland Chorale are hold-
ing their Spring Concert  at
St. John’s Church, Canon’s
Walk, Old Coulsdon CR5
1HA on Saturday 28th
March at 7.30pm.  The
music includes Handel’s
Chandos Anthem, Mozart’s
Coronation Mass, Laudate
Dominum and Ave Verum
Corpus.  There will be a full
orchestra and soloists.
Tickets cost £12 (£6 for
under 16s) from tel. 07729
618226. Visit www.down-
landchorale.org.uk for more
details.
East Surrey Choral Soci-
ety Spring Concert
East Surrey Choral Society
are presenting their Spring
Concert on Saturday 28th
March at 7.30pm at the Sa-
cred Heart Church, Es-
sendene Road,
Caterham-on-the-Hill CR3
5PA. The concert will in-
clude Requiems from
Mozart and John Rutter.

Tickets cost £10 and are
available on the door, from
www.escs.org.uk or Gill
English on 07783 053141. 
Floral Demonstration
The Chaldon and Caterham
Floral Club are presenting a
Floral Demonstration enti-
tled: ‘Hollywood Meets Bol-
lywood’ by Annette
Parshottam at 2pm on
Tuesday 17th March at the
United Reformed Church in
Harestone Valley Road,
Caterham. Visitors and new
members very welcome.
For more information about
the club call Jennifer New-
land on 01883 344317.
RSPB Talk
On Wednesday 11th March
East Surrey RSPB are host-
ing a talk entitled 'The
Wildlife of Hants. and
Dorset' by Brin Pettit.
There will be refreshments
at half time, when RSPB
goods and bird food are on
sale.  The fee is £3 for
adults and £1 for children.
All, including non-members
of the RSPB, are most wel-
come.  
For more information visit
www.eastsurreyrspb.co.uk
Beechwood Women’s
Club Talk
On Tuesday 17th March,
Beechwood Women’s Club
are hosting a humorous talk
by Rev. Malcolm Newman

entitled: ‘Parliament and
the Strange Laws of Eng-
land’ about the history of
our Parliament and old laws

still on the Statute Book.
The venue is St. Mary’s
Church Hall, Church Hill,
Caterham-on-the-Hill.  
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